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1 
FOREWORD 
At the time of publication, almost five years will have passed since the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.  In the past several months, issues 
surrounding the Government’s response to the concerns surrounding National 
Security have come to the forefront of America’s attention.  Debates are 
heating up among both political leaders and the general public regarding the 
constitutionality of provisions of the PATRIOT Act, which allow for 
government access to private information about American citizens.  
Simultaneously, journalists and the public at large have expressed mounting 
concerns regarding the restrictions placed by local, state, and federal 
governments on private access to government information.  Each debate 
revolves around finding the proper balance between protecting government and 
public security and maintaining the integrity and accountability of government 
bodies by ensuring all government mandates and restrictions are constitutional. 
This issue of the Saint Louis University Public Law Review discusses 
different facets of the competing interests in the conflict between freedom of 
information privacy and features distinguished scholars and practitioners from 
throughout the United States.  Professor Paul Haridakis begins our analysis by 
examining both recent and historic caselaw, federal legislation, and 
government action that has led to the current debate about the public’s First 
Amendment right to access information.  Professor Andrew Askland continues 
the analysis by examining how society’s view of information privacy has 
changed over time.  Professor Askland attributes some of this change to the 
influence of increased technology, mass media, and the internet.  Next, 
Grayson Barbar discusses the competing interests surrounding open public 
records laws, acknowledging that open record laws are intended to protect 
against governmental abuses, and are, as intended, an excellent tool for 
protecting privacy.  She notes that despite this intent, the statutes are often used 
by commercial entities to build databases about potential customers, and 
argues that the government has an obligation to protect citizens from these 
abuses.  Finally, Professor Paul D. Callister completes our analysis of this issue 
by comparing the free flow of ideas and information to the “Market for 
Loyalties.”  Professor Callister then uses this analogy to discuss how the 
United States could deal with the ongoing instability in Iraq, arguing that the 
United States will most efficiently gain the loyalty of the Iraqi people by 
promoting the free flow of speech, ideas, and information. 
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The Saint Louis University Public Law Review would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of the authors who shared their talents with us and all 
of the Public Law Review staff and board who helped turn this idea into a 
reality.  Special thanks must go to Susie Lee, Keli Robertson, Anne Johnston, 
Tiffany Baker, and Herb Giorgio.  We truly hope that you enjoy this issue. 
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